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GRAND LODGE 
OF THE 

STATE or NEW-YORK. 

New-York, September 3, 1788, 

Resoxven, That the Granp SEcRE- 

TARY be dircéted to have a new Edition of 

the BOOK of CONSTITUTIONS of this 

Grand Lodge printed. 

JACOB MORTON, G. See’ ry, 
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NEW. DT BERK, 

ASSEMBLED IN AMPLE FORM. 

' Pao 

March. 35°78 5. 

HE Committee to whom was referred. 

the collecting and digefting an Abridg- 
ment of the Book of ConsTiTuTIoNs, report 

the following, for the Government of the Soci- 
ety of Free and Accepted Mafons in this State; 

which being read and approved of, is order. 

ed to be printed. 

Extradt from the Minutes, 

James GiLEs, G. Secretary. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, Esa. 

Js Teftimony, as well of his exalted Ser- 

vices to his Country, as of his diftinguifhed 

Character as a Mason, the following Con- 

STITUTIONS Of the moft ancient and honour- 

able Fraternity of jfree and Accepted 

SBafonz, by Erdcr amd-tux-bahalf_af_ the 

GRAND LoDGE of the State of New-York, 

is dedicated, 

By his moft 

Humble Servant, 

JAMES GILES, G, Secretary.



CONSTITUTIONS, &. 

CZECA Pe], 

Of the TEMPER and QUALITIES requifite in tbofe 
who would be FREE AND ACCEPTED Masons. 

B EF ORE we enter upon the duties of the 
operative Mafon, in the various offices and ftati- 

ons to wh'ch he may be called in the LonGr, it is 
proper to give fome account of the temper and qua= 
lities which are abfolutely requifite in all who afpire 
to partake of the fublime honors and advantages be- 
longing to thofe who are duly initiated into the 
myfteries, and-inftruced in the art Of ANCIEN 
MsSonry, 

ote eT ON 1, 

Concerning GoD -and RELIGION, 

Wuorver, from love of knowledge, : intereft, 
or curiofity, defires to be a Mafon, is to know 
‘that, as his foundation and great corner-ftone, he 
is to believe firmly in the eternal Gop, and to pay 
that worlhip which is due to him, as the great Ars 

chitect 
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chitec? and Governor of the univerfe. A mafon is: 

alfo obliged, by his tenure, to obferve the moral 

law, as a true Noachida*; and if he rightly under- 

ftands the royal art, he cannot tread. in the irreligi- 

ous paths of the unhappy Jibertine, the deż/?, or ftua 

pid athei/?, nor, in any cafe, aćt againft the great in- 

ward light of his own confcience. 

He will likewife fhun the grofs errors of bigotry 

and fuperftition ; making a due ufe of his own rea- 

fon, according to that liberty wherewith a Ma/on is 

made free. For although, in ancient times, the 

Chriftian Mafons were CHARGED to comply with. 

the Chriftian ufages of the countries where they fo- 

journeq.or worked (being found in all nations, and 

of divers religions and perfuafions) yet it is now 

thought mof expedient that the brethren in gene- 

ral fhould only be charged to adhere to the e/fentials 

of religion in which all men agree ; leaving each 

brother to his own private judgment, as to particu- 

lar modes and forms. Whence it follows, that all 

Mafons are to be good men and true—men of honor 

and honefty, by whatever religious names or per- 

fuafions diftinguifhed ; always following that gol- 

den precept of * Doing unto all men as (upon a 

<< change of conditions) they would that all men 

*¢ fhould do unto them.’” 

Tuus, fince Mafons, by their tenure, muft a- 

gree in the three great articles of NoAaH, Mafon- 

% Sousof Noab ; the firft name for Free Mafons. 
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ry becomesthe center of union among the brethren, 

and the happy means of conciliating, and cementing 

into one body, thofe who might otherwife have 

remained at a perpetual diftance ; thereby ftrength- 

ening and not weakening the. divine obligations of 
weligion and love? 

8. Be Dob O SNegit. 

Concerning Government and the Civil Magifirate. 

WHOEVER. would be a true Mafon is further to 

‘know that, by:the rules of his art, his obligations asa 

fubje& and citizen will net be relaxed-but enforced, 

He is to be a lover of quiet, peaceable and obedient 

to the civil powers, which yield him protection, and 

are fet over him where he refides or works; fo far 

as they infringe not the limited bounds of reafon 
and religion. Nor,can a real craftfman ever be 

concerned in plots againit the ftate, or be.difrefpect- 

ful to the magiftracy ; becaufe the welfare of his 

country is his peculiar care. 

Bor if any brother, ‘by forgetting fora time the 

rules of his craft, and liftening to evil councils, should 

unhappily fall intoa contrary conduct, he is not to 

be countenanced in his crimes or rebellion againft 

the ftate ; but he forfeits all benefits of the Lodge, and 

his fellows would refufe to affociate or converfe with 

him in private, while he continues in his crimes ; 

that neither offence nor umbrage may be given to 

lawful government. But fuch a perfon is ftill confi- 

dered as a Mafo Hise character as fuch being inde- 

a oy feafible ; 



8 CONSTITUTIONS. 

feafible; and hopes are to be entertained, that the 
. fulesofthe craft may again prevail with him over eve. 
ry evil council, and device that may have led him 
aftray, 

From this quiet and meek temper of true Ma. 
fons, and their conftant defire to adorn the coun- 
tries where they refide with all ufeful atts, crafts 
and improvements, they have been, from the earlieft 
ages, encouraged and protected by the wifeft rulers 
of ftates and commonwealths, who have likewife 
thought it an honor to have their names enrolled 
among the fraternity. And thus Ma/onry having 
always flourifhed moft in the moft flourifhing and 
peaceable times of every country, and having often 
fuffered in a particular manner through the calami- 
tous effects of war, bloodfhed and devaftation, the 
craftf{men are therefore the more ftrongly engaged to 
act agreedble to the rules of their art, in following 
peace and love, as far as poffible, with all men, 

So 6 Pa Oat 

Concerning private qualities and duties. 

In regard to him/elf, whoever would be a Mafon 
fhould know how to prattife all the private virtues. 
He should avoidall manner of intemperance or excefs, 
which might obftrućt his performance of the lauda- 
ble duties of his craft, or lead him into crimes which 
would reflect difhonor upon the ancient fraternity. 
He is to be induftrious in his profeffion, and true to 

; the 
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the Lord and Mafter he ferves, He is to labor 
jafily, and not to eat any man’s bread for nought ; 
but to pay truly for his meat and drink. What 
leifure his labor allows, he is.to employ in ftudying 
the.arts and fciences witha diligent mind, that he 
may the better perform all his duties, as aforefaid, 
to his Creator, his country, his neighbour and him- 
felf. For, ina few words,—‘« To walk humbly in 
the fight of Gop, to-do juftice, and to love mercy,” 
are the true indifpenfible charaGeriftics of a real 
free and accepted Maffei. 

For the better attainment of thefe fhining qua- 
lities, he is to feek and acquire as far as poffible, the 
virtues of patience, meeknefs, felf-denial, forbear. 
ance, and the like, which give him thecommand over 
himfelf, andenable him to governhis own family with 
affećtion, dignity and prudence; at the fame time 
checking every difpofition injurious to the world, 
and promoting that love and fervice, which brethren 
of the fame Lodge or houfehold owe to each other. 
Therefore, to afford fuccour to the diftreffed, to di. 
vide our bread with the induftrious poor, and to put 
the mifguided traveller into the wey, are qualities 
inherent in the craft, and fuitable to its dignity. But 
though a Mafon is never to fhut his ear unkindly to 
the complaints of any of the human ipecies ; yet 
when a brother is opprefied or {uffers, ‘he is in a 
more peculiar manner called to open ‘his whole foul 
in love and compaflion to him, and to relieve with. 
out prejudice, accordin g to his capacity, : 

t- 
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Ir is further neceflary that all who would be 

true Mafons fhouldiearn to abftain from all malice 

and flander, evil-fpeaking, backbiting, anmannerly, 

| $cornful, provoking, reproachfal and ungodly lan- 

guage ; and that he fheuld know how to obey thofe 

who are fet over him en 2ccountof their fuperior 

qualifications as Mafons, however inferior they may 

be inworldly rank or ftation. For although Ma/onry 

divefts no man of his temporal ‘honors, or:titles, but 

on the contrary highly refpe€@ts them, yet, in the 

Lodge, pre-eminence:of virtue and knowledge inthe 

royal art is confidered as the true fountain of allno- 

bility, rule and government, 

THE lat quality and virtue which we fhall men- 

tion, as abfolutely requifite in thofe who would be 

Mafons, is that of Secrecy ; which indeed from its 

importance, ought to have held the firft place in this 

chapter, if it had not been intended to treat of it 

* more fully, as a conclufion of the whole. 

So great firefs is laid upon thisparticular quality 

of virtue, that it is enforced among Mafons under 

the ftrongeft penalties and obligations 3 nor; in their 

eiteem, is any man to be counted wife, who is void 

of intellectual ftrength and ability fufficient to cover 

and conceal fuch hone/? fecrets as are committed to 
him, as well as his own more ferious-affairs. Both 

facred and profane hiftory teacheth usthat numerous 

virtuous attempts have failed of their intended {cope 

and end, through defect of fecret concealment. 

THE 
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THE ancient philofophers and wife men (the 

princes of whom were /afons) were fo fully per- 

fnaded of the great virtue of fecrecy, that it was the 

firft leffon which they taught their pupils and fol- 
lowers. ‘Thus, in the fchool of Pythagoras, we 
find it wasa rule that every xoviciate was to be filent 

for a time, and refrain from fpeaking, unlefs when 

a queftion was afked ; to the end that the valuable 
fecrets which he had to communicate might be the 

better preferved and valued. Lycurgus made a per- 

petual law, obliging every man to keep fecret what- 

ever was committed to him, unlefs it were to the 

injury of the fate. And Cato, the Roman Cenfor, 

told his friends, that of three things (if ever he hap- 

pened to be guilty) he always repented, viz.—1ft. 

If be divulged afecret ; ad. 1f he went on water, 
when he might ftay on dry land; and 3d. If he fuf. 

fered a day to pafs without doing (or endeavoring 

to do) fome good. We alfo read thatthe Perfian 

law punifhed the betraying of a fecret more griev- 

oufly thanany other common crime, 

Nor is the virtue of fecrecy recommended only 

by the wifeft heathen philofophers and law-givers - 

but likewife by the fathers of the Church, and by 

infpired writers and law- givers. 

ST. AMBROSE places the patient gift of filence 

among the principal foundations of virtue ; and the 

wife king Solomon deems the man unworthy to reign 

or have any rule over others, who cannot command 

himfelf, 
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"himfelf, and keep his own feerets. A difcoverer of 

» 

fecretshe deems infamous anda traitor ; but him 

that conceals them he accounts a faithful brother. 

«* A tale-bearer, fays he, revealeth fecrets; but 

‘he that is of a faithful fbirit concealeth them, 

<< Difcover not a fecret to another, left he that 

<< heareth it put thee to fhame, and thine infamy 

‘turn not away—He that keepeth his tongue, 
<< keepeth his own foul.” To the fame purpofe, in 
the book of Ecclefiafticus, (chap. xxvii.) we meet 
with the following beautiful paflages, worthy to be 

forever recorded:in the hearts of all Mafons.——. 

‘CWHOsOEVER difcovereth fecrets, lofeth his 
‘ credit, and fhall never finda friend to his mind. 
<< Love thy friend, and be faithful unto him; but 
<< if thou bewrayeft his fecrets, follow no. more af. 
<< ter him : For as a man hath deftroyed his enemy, 

<< fo haft thou lott the love of thy neighbor : As one 
<< that letteth a bird go out of his hand, fo haft 
<< thou let thy neighbor go, and fhall not get him 
‘again. Follow after him no more, for he is too 
“ far off ; he is as aroe efcaped outof afnare. As 
< fora wound, it may be bound up; and after re- 
« viling there may be reconcilement : But he that 
< bewrayeth fecrets, is without kope.”? 

Tus far hath been fpoken of the internal qualities 
and virtues required in all who afpire to the fub. 

lime 
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lime honor and advantage of becoming free and ac. 
cepied Mafons, We {peak next of the external guas 

lities and the fteps to be purfued, in order to obtain 
initiation and admiffion into a duly warranted Lodge 
of ancient York Mafons. 

Be it known to you then, in the firft place, That 
no perfon is capable of becoming a member of fuch 
a Lodge, unlefs (in addition to the qualities and 
virtues mentioned above, or at leaft a difpofition 
and capacity. to feek and acquire them) he is alfo 
“ free born ; of mature and difcreet age ; of good 
«report ; of fuficient natural endowments, and the 
<< fenfes of a man; with an eftate, office, trade, oc- 

*£ cupation, or fome vifible way of acquiring an ho- 

*< neft livelihood, and of working in his craft, as 

* becomes the members of this moft ancient and ho- 
* norable fraternity, who ought not only to earn 
<< what is fufficient for themfelves and families, but 

« likewife fomething to {pare for works of charity, 

« and for fupporting the ancient grandeur and digs 

« nity of the royalcraft, Every perfon defiring 

“ admiilion muft alfo be upright in body, not de- 

<< formed or difmembered, at the time of making, 

<< but of hale and entire limbs, asa MAN ought 

sO. be.” 

Tuus, you fee, a ftrift (although private and 
impartial) enquiry will be made into your character 
and ability, before you can be admitted into any 

Lodge ; and by the rules of Mafonry, no friend, 
B who 
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who may with to propofe you, can fhew you any fa- 

vor in this refpect. But if you have a friend who 

isa Mafon, and is every way fatisfied in thefe va- 

rious points and particulars, his duty is defcribed as 

follows, viz. 

Sh C8 Ter Oc Naty, 

Concerning the propsfing new Members in a Lodge. 

«¢ Every perfon defirous of being made a free 
Mafon in any Lodge thall be propofed by a member 

thereof, who ihall give an account of the candidate’s 

name, age, quality, title, trade, place ot refidence, 

defcription of his perfon, and other neceflary re- 

quifites, as mentioned in the foregoing fections. 

And it is generally required that fuch propofal be 

alfo /econded by fome one or more members, who 

likewife know fomething of the candidate. Such 

propofal fhall alfo be made in Lodge hours, at leaf 

one Lodge night before initiation ; in order that the 

brethren may have fufficient time and opportunity 

to make a ftrict enquiry into the morals, character 

and circumftances of the candidate ; for which pur- 

pofe, a fpeciał committee is fometimes appointed.”* 

« Tue brother who propofes a candidate fhall, 

at the fame time, depofit fuch a fum of money for 

him as the rules or bye-laws of the Lodge may re- 

quire ; which is forfeited to the Lodge if the candi. 

date fhould not attend according to his propofal ; but 

is to be returned to him if he fliould not be approved 
or 
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or elected. In cafe he is elected, he is to pay (in 
addition to his depofit) fuch further fum as the laws 
of the Lodge may require, and clothe the Lodge, or 
make fome other prefent, if his circhmftances will 
admit, and the brethren agree to accept the fame 
for the benefit of the craft, and of diftreffed mem= 
bers.” 

Havine fhewn that a ftrict enquiry will be made 
into your character, juftice requires, that you fhould 
alfo be advifed to be alike circum{pect on your fide, 
and to make enquiry into the character of the Lodge 
into which you defire admiffion ; for there is no ex» 
cellence without its oppofite, and no true coin with- 
out counterfeits. 

In the firft place, then, you have aright, before 
admiffion, to defire your friend to thew you the 
warrant or difpenfution by which the Lodge is held ; 
which, if genuine, you will find to be an inftrument 
printed or written upon parchment, and figned by 
fome noble Grand Maffer, his Deputy, and Grand 
Wardens, and Grand Secretary ; fealed with the 
Grand Lodge Seal : conftituting particular perfons 
(therein named) as Maffers and Wardens, with full 
power to congregate and hold a Lodge at fuch a 
place, and therein ** make and admit Free-Mafons, 
“ according to the moft ancient and honorable caf. 
“tom of the royal craft, in all ages and nations, 
«throughout the known world, with full power 
<< and authority to nominate and chufe their fucceft 
<< fors, &c.? ¥ou 



16 CONS TITU TION S. 

You may-alfo requeft the perufał of the bye. 

laws, which, being fhort, you may read inthe pre- 

fence of your fiiend ; or he will readto you, and fhew 

you alfoalift-of the members of the Lodge; by all 

which you will be the better able to judge whether 

you would chufe to affociate with them, and fubmit 

to be conformable to their rules. Being thus free 

to judge for yourfelf, you will not be liable to the 

dangers of deception, nor of having your pocket 

picked by impoftors, and of being perhaps afterwards 

laughed at into the bargain ; but, on the contrary, 

you will be admitted into a fociety, where you will 

converfe with men of honor and honefty ; be exer- 

cifed in all the offices of brotherly love; and be 

made acquainted with my/feries of which it is not 

lawful to {peak further, or to reveal, out of the Lodge, 

COW PIR 

Of the GENERAL REGULATIONS among ancient York 

Mafons. 

AVING, in the foregoing chapter treated as 

briefly as poffible ** of the temper and quali- 

ties required in thofe who wih to become 
FREE and 

ACCEPTED Masons,”’ next will follow thofe Gene- 

ral Regulations, old as well as new, whic
h more ims 

mediately concern operative Mafons ; avoiding pro- 

lixity, and the infertion of fuch old reg
ulations as are 

explained 
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explained or fupplied by fubfequent ones, univerfally 

received and now in force in all the Lodges. 

$3 Ci 7-1 O N= 

Concerning a LODGE and its Government. 

1. A LopDGE is a place in which Mafons meet to 

work. The affembly, or organized body of Mafons, 
is alfo called a Lodge ; juft as the word CHURcH is 
expreflive both of the congregation of people, and 

of the place in which they meet to worhip. 

2. THE qualities requifite in thofe who are to be 

admitted as members of a Lodge have been fully 
mentioned in the foregoing chapter ; and it is only 

neceflary to repeat here in general that they are to 
be ** menof good report, free born, of mature age, 

<ć hale and found, not deformed or difmembered at 

“ the time of their making.”* 

3. A LoDGE ought to affemble for work at leaft 

once in each kalendar month; and muft confift of 

one MASTER, two WARDENS, fenior and junior, 

one SECRETARY, ome TREASURER, aid as many 
members as the Mafter and the majority of the 

Lodge fhall from time to time think proper ; ał- 

though more than forty or fifty (when they can at. 

tend regularly, as the wholefome rules of the craft 

require) are generally found inconvenient for work- 

ing to advantage, and therefore, when a Lodge 

comes to be thus numerous, fome of the ableft maf- 

ter- 
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ter-workmen, and others under their direction, will 

obtain leave to feparate, and apply to the Grand 

Lodge for a warrant to work by themfelves, in order 

tothe further advancement of the craft, as the laws 

hereafter to be delivered will more particularly 

fhew. But fuch warrant cannot be granted to any 

number of Mafons, nor cana new Ledge be formed, 
unlefs there be among them THREE Maffer Mafons, 

to be nominated and inftalled officers, for governing 

and infirućting the brethren of fuch Lodge, and 

promoting them in due time according to their 

merit. 

4. WHEN men of eminent quality, learning, 
rank or wealth, apply to be made and admitted into 
the Lodge, they are to be accepted with proper re- 

fpećt, after due examination: for among fuch are 

often found thefe who afterward prove good Lords, 

or founders of work; excellent officers and the 

ableft defigners, to the great honor and ftrength of 

the Lodge. From among them alfo the fraternity 

can generally have fome noble, honorable or learned 

Grand Mafter, and other Grand Officers. But silt 

thofe brethren are equally {ubje& to all the charges 
and regulations, except in what more immediately 

concerns operative Mafons ; and their preferment, 

as well as the preferment of all other Mafons, muft 
be governed by the general rule; that is to fay, 

founded upon real worthand perfonal merit, and 

not upon mere feniority or any other particular 

rank or quality. 
5 
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5. IN order that due decorum be obferved, while 

the Lodge is engaged in what is feriousand folemn, 

and for the prefervation of fecrecy and good harmo- 

ny, a brother well fkilled in the /Mafżer”s part, fhall 

be appointed and paid for żyling the Lodge door, 

during the time of communication. 

6. Every Lodge thall keep a book ‘containing 

their bye-laws the names of their members, witha 

lift of allthe Lodges under the fame Grund Lodge, 
and united in general communication, with the ufual 

times and places of meeting in fuch Ledges, and 

fuch other neceflary parts of their tranfaćtions as are 

proper to be writien, 

7. No Lonce fhall make more than FIVE new 
brethren at one time, unlefs by difpenfation from 
the Grand Mafter, or Deputy in his abfence; nor 

fhall any perfon be made or admitted a member of a 

Lodge without being propofed one Lodge night bea 

fore, that due notice may be given to all the mem- 

bers to make the neceflary enquiries into the candi- 

date’s character, and that there may be fuch una: 

nimity in the eleGtion and admiflion of members as 

the laws require; nor can there be any di/penfatzon 

inthis cafe, becaufe unanimity is eflential to the 

being of every Lodge, and its own members'are the 

beft judges in this matter ; for if it "were allowed 

that any foreign or even /uperior jurifdiction might 

impofe a fraćtious or difagreeable member upon 

= them, 
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them, it might deftroy their harmony, and would 

intrench upon their liberty, to the great injury, if 

not the total diflolution of fuch Lodge, 

8. Every Lodge has the right to keep itfelf an 
entire body, and therefore no number of brethren 

can withdraw or feparate themfelves from the Lodge 

in which they were made, or were afterwards ad- 

mitted members, unlefs fuch Lodge becomes too nu- 

merous for working ; nor even then, unlefs they 

pay up all dues to their Lodge, and give them notice 

that they intend to apply to the Grand Lodge for a 

aifpenfation to feparate ; in which cafe, if a difpen- 

fation is granted, they muft either join themfelves 

to fuch other Lodge as fhall unanimoufly confent to 

receive them; or they muft obtain a warrant from 

the Grand Lodge to form themfelves into a zew 

Lodge. And no fet of Mafons, without fuch war- 

rant, fhall ever take upon themfelves to work toge= 
ther, or form any Lodge, 

g. THE majority of every particular Lodge, when 

duly congregated, have the privilege of inftructing 

their Ma/żer and Wardens for their conduc in the 

Grand Lodge, and quarterly communications 3 and 

all particular Lodges, in the fame general. commu- 

nication, fhall as much as poflible, obferve the fame 

rules and ufages, and appoint fome of their mem- 

bers to vifit each other in the different Lodges as of. 

ten as it may be convenient. 
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ło. THe Precedency of Lodges is grounded on 
the Seniority of their conftitution. 

11. IF any Lodge fhall ceafe to meet regularly, 
for twelve months fueceflively, its conftitution hall 
be forfeited, andits name erafed out of the Grand 
Lodge book. 

12. THAT no Lodge fhall make a Mafón (except 
‘One made for the purpofe of being a Tyler) for a 
lefs fum than 51. 125. 

13. THAT there fhall be no funeral proceffions of 
Mafons, in the city of New-York, without permif- 
fon from the Grand Matter or his Deputy, nor in 
any other part of the State, without fuch permiflion as 
ufed, or the permiflion of a regular con/tituted Lodge. 

BO. TOLO Neve 

Fhe antient Manner of conftituting a LODGE, 

A new Lodge, for avoiding many irregularities, 
fhould be folemnly conftituted by the Grand Mafier, 
with his Deputy and Wardens; or in the. Grand 
Mafter's abfence, the Deputy aéts for his Worthip, 
the fenior Grand Warden as Deputy, the junior 
Grand Warden as the fenior, and the prefent Maf. 
ter ofa Lodge as the junior : Or if the Deputy is 
alfo abfent, the Grand Mafter may depute either of 

his 
Cc 
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his Grand Wardens, who can appoint others to act, 

as Grand Wardens pro tempore.* 

Tue Lodge being opened, and the candidates or 

new Mafter and Wardens being yet among their fel- 

lows, the Grand Mafter fhall afk his Deputy if he 

has examined them, and whether he findsthe Mafter 

well fkilled in the noble fcience and the royal art, 

and duly inftructed in our myfteries, &c. The De- 

puty, anfwering in the affirmative, (fhall by the 

Grand Mafter’s order) take the candidate from 

amongft his fellows, and prefent him to the Grand 

Matter, faying—** Right W orfhipful Grand Maf. 

<< ter, the brethren here defire to be formed into a 

<« regular Lodge; and I prefent my worthy bra- 

«s ther A, B. tobe (inftalled) their Mafter, whom I 

« know to be of good moralsand great fkill, true 

« and trufty, and a lover of the whole fraternity, 

ś« wherefoever difperfed over the face of the earth.”? 

THEN 

* WHEN Coaftitutions ate required, and where the dif 
tance is fo great as to render it impoffible for the Grand Of- 
ficersto attend, the Grand Mafter, or his Deputy, iffues a 
written inftrument, under his hand and private feal, to fome 
worthy brother (who has been properly inftalled Mafter of a 
Lodge) with full power to congregate, inftal, and con/titute 
the petitioners. 

Ir the Grand Mafter, or Deputy, be abfent, or (through 
ficknefs) rendered incapable of a¢ting, the Grand Wardens, 
and Grand Secretary, jointly, may iflue a like power under 
their hands and feal of the Grand Lodge; provided the Grand 
Mafter has firft figned a warrant for holding fuch new Lodge: 
But the Grand Wardens muft never iffue any Mafonical 
writings under their private feal or feals. 
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THEN the Grand Mafter, placing the candidate 

on his left hand, and having afked and obtained the 
unanimous confent of the brethren, fhall fay. (after 
fome other ceremonies and expreflions) **I confti- 
** tute and form thefe good brethren into a new re- 
** gular Lodge, and appoint you brother A. B. the 
*£ MASTER of it, not doubting of your capacity and 
< care to preferve the cement of the Lodge, &c.” 

Upon this the Deputy, or fome other brother for 
him, fhall rehearfe the charge of a Mafter; and 
the Grand Matter fhall afk the candidate, faying, 
Do you fubmit to thefe ch wges as Mafters have done in 
all ages? And the new Matter fignifying his cordial 
fubmiflion thereto, the Grand Mafter fhall, by cer- 
tain fignificant ceremonies and ancient uluges, IN- 
STALL him, and prefent him his warrant, the Book 
of Conftitutions, the Lodge-Book, and the inftru- 
ments of his office, one after another; and after 
each of them the Grand Mafter, his Deputy, or 
fome brother for him, fhall rehearfe the charge that 
is fuitable to the thing prefent. 

NEXT, the members of this new Lodge, bowing 
altogether to the Grand Mafter, fhall return his 
Worthip their thanks, according to the cuftom of 
Mafters, and fhall immediately do homage to their 
new Matter, and, as faithful craftfmen, fignify their 
promife of fubje@ion and obedience to him, by the 
ufual congratulations, 

THe 
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THe Deputy and Grand Wardens, and .any 

other brethren that are not members of this new 

Lodge, fhall next congratulate the new Mafter, 

and he fhall return his becoming acknowledgments, 

as Mafter Mafons, firft tothe Grand Mafter and 

grand officers, and to the reft in their order. 

Turn the Grand Mafter orders the new Mafter 
to enter immediately upon the exercife of his office, 

and calling forth his fenior Warden, a fellow craft* 

(Mafter Mafon) prefents him to the Grand Matter 

for his Worfhip’s approbation, and to the new 

Lodge for their confent ; upon which the fenior or 

junior Grand Warden, or fome brother for him, 

fhall rehearfe the charge of a Warden, &c. ofa pri- 

vate Lodge, and he fignifying his cordial fubmiflion 

thereto, the new Mafter fhall prefent him fingly 

with the feveral inftruments of his office, and, in 

ancient manner and due form, inftall himt in his 

proper place. 

Tw like manner, the new Mafter fhall call forth 

his junior Warden, who fhall be a Mafter Mafon, 

and prefented, as above, to the junior Grand War- 

den, or fome other brother in his ftead, and {hall in 
the 

* THEY were called fellow crafts, becaufe the Mafons of 
old times never gave any man the title of Mafter Mafon until 
he had firft pafed the chair. 

+ The Grand Wardens generally żzfła/ł the Wardens at 
new inftitutions ; as being beft qualified for tranfacting fuck 
pufinefs.
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the above manner be inftalled in his proper place ; 
and the brethren of this zew Lodge fhall fignify their 
obedience to thefe new Wardens, by the ufual con- 
gratulations due to Wardens, 

Tue Grand Mafter then gives all the brethren 
joy of their Mafter and W ardens, &c. and recom- 
mends harmony, &c. hoping their only contention. 
will be, a laudable emulation in cultivating the royal 
art, and the focial virtues, 

Tuen the Grand Secretary, or fome brother for 
him, by the Grand Mafter’s order, in the name of 
the Grand Lodge, declares and preclaims this new 
Ladge duly conftituted No, &e. 

Upon which all the new Lodge together, after 
the cuftom of Mafters, return their hearty. and fin- 
cere thanks for the honor of this conftitution. 

Tus Grand Mafter alfo orders the Grand Se. 
cretary toregifter this new Lodge in the Grand 
Lodge Book, and to notify the fame to the other 
particular Lodges ; and after fome other ancient 
cuftoms and demonftrations of joy and fatisfaćtion, he 
erders the fenior Grand Warden to clofe the I Lodge. 

SBE 
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Pr 1 ION nt. 

Concerning the BEHAV10UR of Masons, as Members 

of a Lodge. 

1. Of Attendance. 

Every brother ought to belong to fome regular 

Lodge, and fhould always appear therein properly 

-€lothed, and in clean and decent apparel; truly fub- 
jecting himfelf toall its bye-laws and the general re- 

gułatiens. . He muft attend all meetings, whether 

Stated or emergent, when duly fummoned, unlefs he 

can offer to the Mafter and Wardens fuch plea of ne- 
ceflity for his abfence as the faid laws and regula. 

tions may admit. 

By the ancient rules and nufages of Mafonry 

(which are generally adopted among the bye-laws 
of every Lodge) no plea was judged fufficient to ex- 

cufe any abfentee, unlefs he could fatisfy the Lodge 

that he was fick, lame, in confinement, upwards of 

three miles from the place of meeting, or detained 
by fome extraordinary and unforefeen neceflity. 

2. Of Working. 

ALL Mafons fhould work faithfully and honeftly. 

All the working hours appointed by law, or con- 
firmed by cuftom, are to be ftrictly obferved under 

the penalties and fines hereafter to be laid down. 

The hours of working are—** from feven o'clock 

ś€ in the evening till ten, between the 25th of March 
6 and 
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*¢ and the 25th of September: and from fix till 
© mine between the 25th of September and the asth 
<< of March. 

THE Matter and Mafonsfhall faithfully finih their 
work, whether talk or journey ; nor fhall they take 
the work at tafk which hath been accuftomed to 
journey. 

Nove fhall envy a brother’s profperity, nor fup- 
plant or pat him out of his work, if capable to 
finith it. 

ALL Mafons thall meekly receive their wages 
without murmuring, nor defert the Mafter till their 
work is finifhed. "They muft avoid al] unbecoming 
modes of expreflion, and call each other brother. 
They fhall infiruf the younger brothers to become 
bright and expert workmen. But, as free and ac= 

cepted Mafons, they muft not allow Cowans to work 
with them; nor even be themfelves employed by 
Cowans, without an urgent necefity. And when 
fucha neceflity happens, they fhall have a feparate 
communication, and not fuffer Cowans to learn from 
them ; nor any /aborer to be employed inthe pro: 
per work of Free-Mafins. 

c 

3. Of Behaviour in the Lodge while open, 

WHILE the Lodge is open for work, Mafons muks 
hold no private converfation or committees, with. 
out leave from the Mafer ; nor talk of any thing 

foreign 
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foreign or impertinent to the work in hand, nov 

interrupt the Mafter or Wardens, or any brother 

addreffing himfelf to the Chair; nor a& ludicroufly 

while the Lodgeis engaged in what is ferious and fo- 

lemn ; but every brother fhall pay due reverence to 

the Mafter, the Wardens, and all his fellows, and 

put them to worfhip. 

EVERY. brother found guilty of a fault fhall ftand 

to the award of the Lodge, unlefs he appeals to the 
Grand Lodge. 

No private piques, or quarrels about nations, fa« 

milies, religions or politics, muft be brought within 

the doors of the Lodge ; asbeing directly contrary 

to the rules already laid down 

being there declared to be the oldeft catholic and 

Miafons, as fuch, 

univerfally acknowledged religion, likewife of all 

nations; bound to live upon the fquare, level and 

plumb with each other ; following the fteps of their 

predeceffors in cultivating the peace and harmony of 
the Lodge without diftinction of fećt or political 

party, 

4. Of Behaviour after the Lodgeis clofed, and before 
the Brethren depart home. . 

WHEN the Lodge is clofed, and the labor finifh- 
ed, the brethren before they depart home to their 

reft, may enjoy themfelves with innocent mirth, 

enlivened and exalted with their own peculiar Songs 

and fublime pieces of mufic ; treating one another 
accord- 
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accerding to ability, but avoiding all excefs and com- 

pulfion, both in eating and drinking ; confidering 
each other, in the hours both of łabor and fe/fivity, 

as always free. And therefore no brother is to be 

hindered from going home when he pleafes; for 
although, after Lodge hours, Mafons are as other 
men, yet if they should fall into excefs, the blame, 
though unjuftly, may be caft upon the fraternity, 
by the ignorant or the envious world. 

SECT T°) 

Concerning the Behaviour of Mafons, in their privaie 
Character. 

t. When a number of Brethren happen to meet, with- 
oul any Strangers among them, and not in a formed 
Lodge. 

IN fuch cafe you are to falute each other ina 
courteous manner, as you are, or may be inftru@ed 
in the Lodge, calling each other brother ; and free. 
ly communicating hints of knowledge, but without 
difclofing fecrets, unlefs to thofe who have given 
long proof of their taciturnity and honor ; and ta. 
king care in all your actions and converfation that 
you are neither overfeen or overheard of ftrangers. 
In this friendly intercourfe, no brother fhall dero- 
gate from the refpedt due to another, were he nota 
Mafon. For though all Mafons, as brothers, are 
upon the level, yet Mafonry (as was faid ina former 

D fection) 
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fection) divefts no man of the honors due to him be- 

fore, or that may become due after, he was made a 

Mafon. On the contrary, it increafes his refpećt, 

teaching us to add to all his other honors, thofe 

which as Mafons we cheerfully pay to an eminent 

brother ; diftinguifhing him above all of his rank 

and ftation, and ferving him readily according to our 

ability. 

2. When in the prefence of Strangers who are not 

Mafons. 

BEFORE thofe who are not Mafons, you muft be 

cautious in your words and carriage ; fo that the 

moft penetrating ftranger fhal! not be able to difcover 

what is not proper tobe intimated. The imperti- 

nent and enfnaring queftions, or ignorant and idle 

difcourfe of thofe who feek to pry into the fecrets 
and myfteries of the craft, muft be prudently anfwer- 

ed and managed, or the difcourfe wifely diverted to 

another fubjećt, as your difcretion and duty fhall 

direct. 

3. When at Home and in your Neighbourhood. 

Masons ought to be moral men, and fully qua. 

lified as isrequired in the foregoing fećtions and 

charges. Confequently they fhould be good huf- 
bands, good parents, good fons and good neighbors; 

avoiding all excefs injurious to themfelves or fami- 
lies, and wife as to all affairs, both of their own 

houfehold and of the Ledge, for certain reafons 

known to themfelves, 4. Of 

| 

| 
| 
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4. Of Behaviour towards a Foreign Brother or Stranger. 

You are cautioufly to examine a ftranger or fo- 
reign brother, as prudence and the rules of the 
craft direct, that you may not be impofed upon by a 
pretender ; and ifyou difcover any one to be fuch, 
you are to reject him with fcorn, taking care to give 
him no hints. But fuch as are found to be true and 
faithful, you are to refpećt as brothers, according 
to what is direćted above ; relieving them, ifin 
want, to your utmoft power; or directing them 
how to find relief, and employing them if you can, 
or elfe recommending them to employment. 

5. Of Behaviour behind a Brotker's Back as well as 
before his Face. 

FREE and accepted Mafons have ever been charga 
ed to avoid all manner of flandering, and back-biting 
of true and faithful brethren, with all maliceand un- 
juft refentment, or talking difrefpectfully of a bro» 
ther’s perfon or performance. Nor muft they fuf. 
fer any ethers to fpread unjuft reproaches or calum- 
nies againft a brother behind his back, nor to injure 
him in his fortune, occupation or character; but 
they fhall defend fuch a brother, and give him no- 
tice of any danger or injury wherewith he may be 
threatened, to enable him to efcape the fame, as far 
as is confiftent with honor, prudence, and the fafety 
of religion, morality, and the ftate, but no further. 

» 6. Gone 
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6. Concerning DIEFERENCES and Law-Surts, żf 
any fuch fbould unhappily arife among Brethren, 

Ir a brother do youinjury, or if you have any 
difference with him about any wordly or temporal 

bufinefs or intereft, apply firft to your own or his 

Lodge, to have the matter in difpute adjufted by the 

brethren. Andif either party be not fatisfied with 

the determination of the Lodge, an appeal may be 

carried to the Grand Lodge; and you are never ta 

enter into a law-/uit, till the matter cannot be de- 

cided as above. And if it be a matter that wholly 

concerns Ma/onry, law-fuits are to be entirely avoid- 

ed, and the good advice of prudent brethren is to 

be followed, as they are the beft referees of fuch 

differences. 

But where references are either impracticable or 

unfuccefsful, and courts of law or equity muft at laft 

decide, you muft ftill follow the general rules of Ma- 

fonry already laid down, avoiding all wrath, malice, 

rancour, and perfonal ill-will, incarrying on the fuit 

with a brother ; neither faying or doing any thing 

to prevent the continuance or renewal of that bro- 

therly love and friendfhip which are the glory and 

cement of this ancient fraternity. 

Tuus {hall we fhew to all the world the benign 

influences of Ma/onry,as wife, true and faithful bre- 

thren, before us, have done from the beginning of 

time ; and asall who fhall follow us, and would be 
thought 
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thought worthy of that name, willdo till architec- 

ture fhall be diffolved with the great fabric of the 

world, inthe laft general conflagration ! 

THESE CHARGEs and fuch others as fhall be gi- 

ven to you, in a way that cannot be written, you are 

ftrictly and confcientioufly to obferve ; and that they 

may be the better obferved, they fhould be read or made 

known to NEW brethren at their MAKING; and at 

other times as the Ma/ter fhall direct. 
Amen! So MOTE IT BE! 

SE eee NV 

Of the MASTER of a Lodge, his Election, Office and 

Duty. 

No brother canbe MASTER of a Lodge till he 

has firft ferved the office of a Warden. fomewhere ; 

uniefs in extraordinary cafes, or when a new Lodge 

is to be formed, and no paft or former Warden is 

to be found amongft the members. In fuch cafes, 

three Mafżer-Mafons, although they have ferved in 

no former offices (if they be well learned) may be 

conftituted Mafter and Wardens of fuch new Lodge 

or of any old Lodge in the like emergency. 

Tur Matter of every Lodge fhall be annually 

chofen, by ballot on the ftated Lodge night, next 

before the Feftival of Saint John the Evangelift. 

Each free member hath one vote, and the Mafter 

two votes, where the number of votes happens to 

be equal; otherwife he has but one vote, 
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WHEN the ballot is clofed, the former Mafter 

fzall then carefully examine the ballots, and audibly 
declare him that hath the majority of votes duly 
elected. 

Tue Mafter-ele& fhall then nominate one for 
the fenior Warden’s chair, and the prefent Mafter 
and brethren fhall nominate one in oppofition; and 
in cafe of fuch nomination, both of them fhall with. 

draw till the ballot is clofed as aforefaid ; after 

which they fhall be called before the Mafter, and 
the ballots fhall be examined and declared by him as 
above directed ; in like manner fhall the Lodge pro- 
ceed in the choice of all the inferior officers ; great 

care being taken that none be put in nomination, 
for favor or affećtion, birth or fortune, exclufive of 
the confideration of real merit, and ability to fill 

his office, for the honor and advancement of Ma- 
fonry. No Mafon chofen into any office can re- 
fufe to ferve, without incurring the penalties laid 
down in the chapter of fines, unlefs he has ferved in 
the fame office before. The Mafter of every re- 

gular Lodge, thus duly elected and inftalled, has it 

in {pecial charge, (as appurtenant to his office, duty 

and dignity) to fee that all the bye-laws of his 

Lodge, as well as the general regulations from the 
Grand Lodge, be duly obferved ; that his Wardens 
difcharge their office faithfully, and be examples of 
diligence and febriety to the craft ; that true and 
exact minutes and entries of all proceedings be made 

and kept by the Secretary ; that the Treafurer keep 

and 
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and render exact and juft accounts at the ftated 

times, according to the bye-laws and orders of the 

Lodge; and in general, that ali the goods and mo- 

nies belonging to the body be truly managed and 

difpenfed, according to the vote and direćlion of 
the majority. 

Tue Mafter fhall further take care that no Ap- 

prentice or fellow craft be taken into his houfe or 

Lodge, unlefs he has fufficient employment for him, 

and finds him to be duly qualified, according to the 

rules before laid down, for learning and underftand- 
ing the fublime myfteries of the art. Thus fhalł 

fuch Apprentices, when expert in the bufinefs of 

their apprenticeihip, be admitted, upon further im- 

provement, as Fellow-crafis; and, in due time, be 

raifed to the fublime degree of Ma/fer-Mafons ; ani- 

mated with the profpect of pafling in future through 
all the higher honors of Mafonry, viz. thofe of War- 

dens and Mafżers of their Lodges, and perhaps at 

length of GRAND W ARDENs and GRAND MASTERS 

of all the Lodges, according to their merit. 

Tue Mafter of a particular Lodge has the right 

and authority of calling his Lodge, oy, congregating 

the members into a chapter, at pleafure, upon the 

application of any of the brethren, and upon any 

emergency and occurrence which in his judgment 

may require their meeting; and he is to fill the 

Chair when prefent. Itislikewife his duty, toge- 
ther with his Wardens, to attend the Grand Lodge, 

at 
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at the quarterly communications, and alfo the Stew- 

ard’s Lodge, and fach occafional or fpecial grand 

communications as the good of the craft may require, 

when duly fummoned by the Grand Secretary, and 

within fuch reafonable diftance of the place of hold. 

ing the Grand Lodge, as the laws of the fame may 

have afcertained on that head. When in the Grand 

or Steward’s Lodge, and at general as well as fpe- 
cial communications, the Mafter and Wardens, or . 

either of them, have full power and authority to 

reprefent their Lodge, and to tranfa& all matters 

relative thereto, as well and truly as if the whole 

body were there prefent. 

Tue Mafter has the right of appointing fome 
brother, who is moft commonly the Secretary of 

the Lodge, to keep the book of bye-laws, and other 

laws given to the Lodge by the proper authority ; 

and in this book fhall alfo be kept the names of all 

the members of the Lodge, and a lift of all the 

Lodges within the fame grand communication, with 

the ufual times and places of their meeting. 

THAT no Lodge be removed without the Maf- 
ter’s knowledge, nor any motion made for that 

purpofe in the Lodge when he is abfent. But if 

the Mafter be prefent, and a motion be-made for 
moving the Lodge to fome other more convenient 

place (within the diftrié afligned in the warrant of 

fuch Lodge) and if the faid motion be /econded, the 

Matter fhall order fummonfes to the members of the 
Lodge, 

p
a
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Lodge, fpecifying the bufinefs, and appointing aday 

for hearing and determining the affair, at leaft ten 

days before, and the determination fhall be made by 

the majority. But if the Mafter is not of the ma- 

jority, the Lodge ihall not be removed, unlefs, full 

two-thirds of the members prefent have voted for 

fuch removal, 

But if the Mafter refufe to dire& fuch fum- 
fnóns to be iffued, upon a motion duly made as afore- 
faid, then either of the Wardens may direct the fame, 
and if the Mafter negleés to attend on the day fixed, 
the Warden may prefide in determining the affair 
in the manner above prefcribed. But the Lodge 

fhall not, in the Mafter’s abfence, on fuch fpecial 

call, enter upon any other caufe or bufinefs, but 
what is particularly mentioned in the faid fummons. 

Ir the Lodge is thus regularly ordered to be re- 

moved, the Mafter or Warden fhall fend notice to 

the Grand Secretary, that fuch removal maybe no: 
tified and duly entered in the Grand Lod 
the next Grand Lodge. : 

ge books at 

N. B. Ir is alfoa good method to have a cer- 
ficate from the Grand Lodge, that fuch removal hath 
beenallowed, confirmed, and duly regiftered in 
their books; which will be a bufinefs of courfe, un- 
lefs an appeal be lodged againtt fuch removal by the 
minority, and then a hearing will be given to both 
parties in the Grand Lodge, before fuch removal be 
confirmed or regiftered in their books, 

E SEC. 
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SECTION VI. 

Of the W ARDENS of a Lodge. 

38 

1. NONE but Mafter-Mafons can be Wardens of 

a Lodge. The manner of their ele&tion, and feve- 

ral of their duties; being connected with the election 

and duties of the Mafter, have been mentioned in 

the former fection. 

2: THE Senior Warden facceeds to all the duties 

of the Mafter, and fillsthe Chair when he is abfent. 

Or if the Mafter goesabroad on bufinefs, refigns, 

demits, or is depofed, the Senior W arden fhall forth- 

with fill his place till the next ftated time of electi. 
on. And although it was formerly held, that in 
fuch cafes the Mafter’s authority ought to revert 

_ to the laft paft Mafter who is prefent, yet it is now 

- the fettled rule that the authority devolves upon 

the Senior Warden; and inhis abfence, upon the 

Junior Warden, even although a former Mafter 

be prefent. But the Wardens will generally wave 
this privilege in honor of any paft Mafter that may 

be prefent, and will call on him to take the Chair, 

upon the prefumption of his experience and fkill in 

conduéting the bufinefs of the Lodge. Neverthe- 

lefs, fuch paft Mafter ftill derives his authority un- 
der the Senior Warden, and cannot act until he 

congregates the Lodge. If none of the officers be 

prefent, nor any former Mafter to take the Chair, 

the members according to feniority and merit fhall 

fill the places of the abfent officers, 
THE
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Tue bufinefs of the Wardens in the Lodge is, 
generally, to affift the Mafter in conducting the 
bufinefs thereof, and managing the craft, in due 
order and form, when the Matter is prefent ; and 
in doing his duties, as above fet forth, when he is 
neceffarily abfent, all which is to be learned from 

the foregoing fećtion. Particular Lodges do like. 

wife, by their bye-laws, aflign particular duties to 

their Wardens for their own better government ; 
which fuch Lodges have a right to do, provided they 
tranfgrefs not the old land-marks, nor in any degree 
violate the true genius and fpirit of Mafinry. 

> BC ELO Niue 

Of the Secretary of a Lodge. 

THE Secretary ihall keep a regular regifter or 
record of all tranfactions and proceedings of the 
Lodge, that are fit to be committed to writing ; 
which fhall be faithfully entered inthe Lodge-books, 
from the minutes taken in open Lodge, after being 

duly read, amended, if neceflary, and approved of, 
before the clofe of every meeting ; in order that 
the faidtranfaćtions, or authentic copies thereof, may 
be laid before the Grand Lodge, once inevery quar- 
ter, if required, 

In particular, the Secretary fhall keep exaft lifts 
of all the members of the Lodge, with the times of 
admiffion of new members; and annually, on or be- 
fore the firft Wednefday in une, fhall prepare, and 
fend to the Secretary of the Grand Lodge, the lift of 

members 
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members for the time being, which fhall be figned 
not only by the new inftalled officers of each Lodge, 

but alfo by the Jaft paft officers; tothe intent that 

the Grand Secretary, and confequently the members 

of the Grand Lodge, may be at all times enabled to 

know the names and number of members in each 

Lodge under their jurifdićtion, with the hand-writing 

of the different officers ; and to pay all due refpect to 

the brethren recommended or certified by then 

from time to time. 

5 E OC POT oN Vier 

Of the DREASURER of a Lodge. 

Tue Treafurer is to receive and keep exact ac» 

counts of all monies raifed, or paid in according te 

rule, for the advancement of the Lodge and benefit 

ofthe brethren; and to pay all orders duly drawn 

upon him by theauthority of the Lodge. He is to 
keep regular entries both of his receipts and dif- 

burfements; and to have hisbooks and vouchers 

always ready for examination at fuch ftated times as 

the bye-laws require, or when fpecially called upon 

by order of the Mafter and brethren. 

Tue Treafurer is likewife to have the charge and 

cuftody of the cheft, jewels and furniture of the 

Lodge ; unlefs when the Mafter and majority may 

judge it more convenient to appoint fome other re- 

fponfible brother for that particular duty ; or when 

the officers ef the Lodge may take the charge im- 

4 mediately 
¥ 

"$e 
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mediately upon themfelves. "The warrant in parti- 

eular is in the charge and cuftody of the /Mafżer, 

Sg ER Sirs Bieta Fn Ce 

Of the Trier of a Lodge. 

HE Tyler thali be a Mafter-Ma/on, of knowledge 

and experience ; and generally a brother is to be 

preferred, to whom the fees of the office may be 

neceflary and ferviceable, on account of his particular 

circumftances. 

His duty is fixed by cuftom and known to every 

brother ; and his chief charge is, not to admit any 

perfon (not even a member, while the Lodge is fit- 

ting) without the knowledge and confent ofthe pre- 

fiding officer ; neither fhall he admit any vifitor, 

that is not a member of a warranted Lodge, a fecond 

time, fojourners producing certificates excepted. 

See Ea ae a BS 

SERSŻE ADR 

Of the GRAND LODGE 2 general. 

rq HE GRAND LODGE confifts of; and is formed 

by, the Mafters and Wardens of all the rea 

gular. particular Lodges upon record, with the 

Grand.Maffer at their head, the Deputy Grand 

Mafter on his left, and the Grand W ardens in their 

proper places; attended allo by the Grand Secre- 

tary, 
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tary, Grand Treafurer, Grand Tyler, Grand Pur: 
fuivant, and other neceffary officers, as will be ex. 

plained in the proper places. But though the Maf- 

ter and W ardens of all Lodges on record have feats 

and a voice inevery Granć Lodge-general, yet par- 

ticular Grand Lodges are compofed properly of the 

officers of the different regular Lodges under the 

fame diftin& Grand Jurifdi@ion ; and to form fuch 

Grand Lodge, there muft be prefent, on due and le- 

gal notice, no lefs than the Mafters and Wardens 

of five regular Lodges, together with one at leaft 

(and where poffible or convenient, al/) of the Grand 

Officers at their head. 

No new Lodge is owned, nor can their officers 

be admitted into the Grand Ledge, until fuch new 

Lodge is firft regularly conftituted by the authority 
of the Grand Lodge, and regiftered in the fame. 

ALL paft Grand Mafters, paft Deputy Grand 

Mafters, paft Grand Wardens, and paft Mafters of 

warranted Lodges on record, whilft they continue 

members. of any regular Lodge, are likewife, by 

courtefy, as well as by cuftom, confidered as members 

of, and admitted to vote inall Grand Lodges. By 

courtefy alfo, paft Grand Secretaries, and Grand 

Treafurers, have the fame privilege of fitting in all 

Grand Lodges, and voting in fuch matters, as, by 
the rules of the Grand Lodge, they might or could 

have voted in, while in office. 

No MASTER, Warden, or other member of the 

Grand Lodge fhall ever attend the fame, without 
the 
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the jewels which he ought to wear in his own par- 
ticular Lodge, except for fome good and fufficient 

reafon to be allowed of inthe Grand Lodge. And 
when the officer of any particular Lodge, from fuch 
urgent bufinefs or neceflity as may regularly plead 
his excufe, cannot perfonally attend the Grand 
Lodge, he may nominate and fend a brother of his 
Lodge, with his jewel and cloathing, to fupply his 
room, and fupport the honor of his Lodge in the 
Grand Lodge, provided fuch brother hath hereto- 
fore been in the fame office with the brother who 
deputes him, or in fome higher office. And, that 
if a {ingle brother is deputed to reprefent all the 

officers ofany particular Lodge, and confequently 

fuch Lodge itfelf, in the Grand Lodge, he ought 

not to be under the rank of a paft Mafter, or one 

who hath otherwife duly paft the Chair in fome re. 
gular Lodge, 

A BROTHER of eminence, and of the rank of 
Matter, having bufinefs, or whofe attendance is 
neceflary in any point of evidence or intelligence, 
may be admitted into the Grand Lodge upon mo- 
tion, or leave afked and given; but fuch brother 
thus admitted fhall have no vote, nor be allowed to 
fpeak to any queftion, without leave, or unlefs 
defired to give his opinion. 

THe Grand Lodge muft meet four times a year 
ftatedly, for quarterly communications, and fhall 
alfo have occafional meetings and adjournments 

monthly 
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ae? or therwife,.as bufinefs may require ; and 
Ad in the Grand Lodge 

onal unlefs for fome particular reafon the 

Grand Mafter thould think fit to appoint fome other 
place of <A> meeting. 

"Rz 
tters in the Grand Lodge are determine 

ed by a majority of votes, each member having one 

vote, and the Grand Mafter two votes, unłefs the 

Grand Lodge leaveany particular thing to the de- 

termination of the Grand Mafter, for the fake of 

5 of the Grand Lodge, whether THE main bufine 
of quarterly communications or other meetings, is 

_ferioufly to difeourfe of, and fedately to confider, 

tranfact and fettle all matters that concern the prof- 

perity of the craft and the fraternity in general, or 

private Lodges and fingle brothers in particular. 

Here, , therefore, all differences, that cannot bemade 

up and accommodated privately nor by a particular 

Lodge, are to be ferioufly confidered and decided. 

And if any brother thinks himfelfaggrieved by fuch 

decifion, he may, by lodging an appeal in w riting with 

the Grand Secretary, have the matter re-heard, and 

finally determined upon at the next enfting quar- 

terly communication, provided it be not the amtuał 

Grand Lodge, or the Feaft-days of S$. John ; ; on 

which, by the zew and wife regulations, it is agreed 

and or dered that no petiti ions or appeals fhall be 

heard, nor any bufinefs tr ranfacted, that tends to in- 

terrupt 
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terrupt the harmony of the affembly, but all fhall 
be referred to the next Grand Lodge, or Steward’s 
Lodge. And in general, whatever bufinefs can 
not be tranfacted or finifhed at any one meeting of 
the Grand Lodge, may be either adjourned to the 
next meeting of the fame, or, in the mean while, 
referred toa proper committee, to be by them ma- 
turely heard, confidered and reported upon to the 
faid next meeting. 

Ir isthe prerogative of the Grand Lodge, and 
the Right W orfhipful Grand Mafter has full power 

and authority, (when the Grand Lodge is duly af- 

fembled) to make or caufe to be made in his Wor- 

thip’s prefence, free and accepted Mafons at fight, 

and fuch making is good ; but they cannot be made 
out of his Worfhip”s prefence, without his written 
difpenfation for that purpofe ; nor is any warranted 
Lodge obliged to receive any of the perfons fo 
made as members, except by Vote, and with the 

full confent of the body of fuch Lodge. But the 

Right Worfhipful Grand Mafter, with the authori- 

ty of the Grand Lodge, may grant them a warrant, 

and form them into a new Lodge. 

THE officers of all private Lodges, under the 
jurifdićtion of the Grand Lodge, fhall at every quar- 

terly communication, (except the country Lodges, 

which thal] annually on or before the feftival of Saint 
John the Bapti/t) deliver an exact lift of fuch mem- 
bers as have been made, or even admitted by them, 

F fince 
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fnce the laft preceding communication ; and books 

{hall be kept in the Grand Lodge, by fome able bro» 

ther to be appointed Grand Secretary, in which the 

{aid lifts and returns fhall be duly recorded, toge- 

ther with all the Lodges in communication, the 

ufual times and places of their forming, and the 

names of alltheir members. In the faid books are 

alfo to be regiftered, all the proceedings and other 

affairs of the Grand Lodge, which are proper to be 

written. 

Tur Grand Lodge fhall likewife confider of the 

moft prudent and effe&ual means of collecting and 

managing what money may accrue to the general 

charity fund, agreeable to the rules hereinafter in- 

ferted for that purpofe. And for the better cons 

duaing of this bufinefs, they muft have a Treafu- 

rer, whofe duty and privileges, as a member of the 

Grand Lodge, will be laid down under the head 

of Grand Treafurer. _ 

eet ie Soak ee Bite eee a 

Of the Eleétion of the GRAND MASTER. 

THE GRAND LoDGE muft meet in fome conve 

nient place, in order to elect new or re-appoint the 

old officers, and: fuch election or re-appointment 

fhall be held or made on the firft Wednefday in 

June, in order that the Grand Lodge may be com- 

pletely organized, and duly prepared for the cele- 

bration of the annual feaft, and other important bu- 

finefs of the feafon. Bur 

85
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_ thrice proclaim him aloud 
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Bur although it is theinherent right of the Grand 

Lodge to choofe a new Grand Matter, as well-as 

his-Deputy and other Grand Officers yearly by bal- 

lot, if a majority of the Grand.Lodge fhould fo re- 

guire.it, yet fuch has been the harmony of all Grand 

Lodges, as far back as can be remembered, a few 

inftances only excepted, that, the general ufage for ” 

the re-appointment or new eledion of a Grand Miaf- 

ter and other Grand Officers, is as follows, viz. 

. APPLICATION is to be made to the prefent Grand 

Matter by his Deputy, or, if he neglects it, by fome 

other brother appointed by the Grand Lodge, at 

leaft one month before Saint Joun the Baptift’s day, 

in order to know whether it will be convenient 
for 

his Worfhip to favor or honor the fraternity with 

his fervices and continuance in office for another 

year. If he confents to continue, then one of the 

Grand Lodge, deputed for that purpofe, thall re- 

prefent to the brethren his Worfhip’s good govern- 

mentand other valuable qualities ; and, in the name 

of the Grand Lodge, fhall humbly requeft the fa- 

vor or honor of his continuance in office another 

year. If he accepts of this nomination and re-ap- 

pointment in fuch addrefs to the Lodge as he may 

think fuitable and proper, the Grand Secretary fhall 

Granp MASTER oF Masons. 

ALL the members of the Grand Lodge fhall then 

- falute him. in due form (if prefent) according to the 

_ antient and laudable cuftom of Mafons. 
BUT 
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Bur if on fuch application (to be made as afore- 

faid, one month at leaft before St. 7obn the Bap. 
tif?’s day) the prefent Grand Mafter, fhould declare 
it inconvenient for him to continue another year 
in office, his advice and recommendation are then to 
be requefted concerning fome able and fit brother 
as his fucceffor, who on the day of election is to be 
propofed to the Grand Lodge, with any other bro- 
ther or brothers that may be put in nomination by 
two or more members, And the eleGion fhall be 
made either by holding up of hands or by ballot, as 
may be agreed by the majority on motion made and 
Seconded for that purpofe; provided always, that 
the brother recommended by the Grand Mafter in 
office, as his fucceffor, be the firft voted for, either 
by holding up of hands or by ballot, and if he isnot 
chofen, the other candidates in the order they were 
propofed, till one has the majority of voices or bal: 
lots. When the election is thus made, he is to 
be proclaimed, inftalled and faluted as above fet 
forth, if prefent ; but if not prefent, a day is to be 
appointed for this ceremony, which is a moft noble 

and grand one, but not to be defcribed in writing, 
nor ever to be known by any but true Mafter Ma- 
fons. The ceremony of inftalling the new Grand 
Mafter is to be conducted by the laft Grand 
Mafter, but he may neverthelefs order any brother 
well {killed in the ceremony toaflift him, or to aćt as 
his Deputy on the occafion. 
Ir the prefent Grand Mafter fhould be at a dif- 

- tance from the Grand Lodge at the time propofed 
for 
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for requefting his continuance in office, or his re- 
commendation of a fucceffor ; or if the fucceffor he 
may recommend fhould be at a diftance, the Grand 
Secretary hall in behalf of the Lodge, write to one 

or both of them as the cafe may require, in order to 
be informed of their intentions, fhould the choice 
or appointment of Grand Mafter fall upon them ; 
and copies of fuch letters, as well as of the anfwers, 

fhall be inferted in the Grand Lodge books. 

IN cafe the new Grand Mafter, when nominated 
or chofen as above, cannot attend at the time ap- 
pointed for his inftalment, he may be inftalled by 
proxy, on fignifying his acceptance of the office ; 
but fuch proxy muft be either the laft or a former 
Grand Mafter, or elfe a very reputable paft Mafter. 

S= hot 1 IN ITT 

Of the Election or Appointment of the 

Depury GRAND Master. 

THE laft Grand Mafter thus continued, or a new 
Grand Mafter thus appointed and inftalled, it hath al- 
ways been confidered as his inherent right to nomi- 
nate and appoint the Deputy Grand Mafter, either the 
laft or a new one; becaufe as the Grand Mafter is 
generally a brother of the firft eminence, and cannot 
be fuppofed to be able to give his attendance on 

every emergency, it hath been always judged ne- 

ceffary not only to allow him a Deputy, but that 

fuch Deputy fhould be a perfon in whom he can 

per- 
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perfeétly confide, and with whom he can have full 

‘harmony; for which reafon it is proper that the 

Grand Matter fhould have the nomination of his 

‘Deputy ; although, as aforefaid, cafes may arife 

when the Grand Lodge may exercife the right of 

rejeding the Grand Mafter’s nomination, and of 

‘choofing for thenifelves; of which cafes (although 

‘they feldom happen) a majority of the Lodge can 

only be judges. The Deputy Grand Matter being 

thus continued, or a new one appointed or chofen 

„as above, he fhall be.proclaimed, faluted an
d con- 

sgratulated ia due form on his firft appearance in the 

Lodge ; for neither the Deputy nor Grand 
War- 

dens can be allowed to appear by proxy, this bein
g 

the fole prerogative-of the Grand Mafter. 

S--FvO A 11.10 ON SKA 

Of the Election of GRAND WARDENS. 

Tur Grand Lodge has the right of elect
ing the 

Grand Wardens, and any member has 
a right to pro- 

pofe one or both the candidates, either the old 

Wardens, or new ones ; and th
e two perfons who 

have the majority of votes or ballots
, ftill preferv- 

ing due harmony, are declare
d duly elected. 

$-R.GsT-1iQ-sNa=V. 

Of the Nomination, Appointment, an
d Office of the 

GRAND: SECRETARY. 

Turcffice of Grand Secretary ha
th become of ve- 

from the 

mul- 
ry great importance in the Grand 

Lodge, 

i Ves
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multiplicity of matters committed to his care, and 

from the abilities and learning requifite in the ma- 

nagemćnt of them. All the tranfaćtions of the 

Lodge are to be drawn into form and duly recorded 

by him. All petitions, applications and appeals are 

to pafs through his hands. No warrant, certificate 

or inftrument of writing from the Grand Lodge is 

authentic, without his atteftation and fignature, and 

his affixing the Grand Seal as the laws require. 

The general correfpondence with Lodges and bre- 

thren over the whole world, isto be managed by 

him agreeable to the voice of the Grand Lodge, and 

directions of the Grand Mafter or his Deputy, whom 

he mutt, therefore, be alwaysready to attend, with 

his Affiftants or Clerk, and the books of the Lodge, 

in order to give all neceflary information concerning 

the general ftate of matters, and what is proper 

to be done upon any emergency. 

For» thefe reafons, at every annual election or 

appointment of Grand Officers, the nomination or 

appointment of the Grand Secretary is confidered 

as the inherent right of the Grand Mafter, being 
properly his Amanuenfis, and an officer as neceflary 

to himas his Deputy. Itis therefore held, under 
the old regulations, which yet ftand unrepealed, that 

if the Grand Lodge fhould difapprove either of the 

Deputy Grand Mafter, or Grand Secretary, they 

cannot difannul their appointment without choofing 

a new Grand Mafter, by which all his appointments 

will be rendered void. But this is a cafe which 

hath 
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hath but very feldom happened, and which alltrue 

IMafons hope there never will be any occafion to 
make a provifion againit. 

THE Grand Secretary, by virtue of his office, 

is a member of the Grand Lodge, and hath the 

right of appointing his own Affiftant or Clerk. But 

fuch Afiftant or Clerk muft be a Mafter Mafon, 

and fhall not be a member of the Grand Lodge by 

virtue of his appointment, nor {peak without being 

permitted, unlefs he hath otherwife aright, by 

having pafled the Chair in the Grand or fome re- 
gular private Lodge. 

So C TI ION "VI. 

Of the Election and Office of GRAND TREASURER. 

THe GrandTreafurer is elected by the-body of 

the Grand Lodge, inthe fame manner as the Grand 
Wardens; he being confidered as an officer pecu- 

liarly refponfible to all the members in due form 

affembled, as having the charge of their common 

ftock and property. For to him is committed the 

care of all money raifed for the general charity and 

other ufes of the Grand Lodge; an account of 

which he is regularly to enter in a book, with the 

refpective ufes for which the feveral fums are in- 

tended. He is likewife to pay out, expend or dif. 

burfe the fame upon fuch orders, figned, as the 

rules of the Grand Lodge in this refpect fhall allow 
to be valid. 

THE 

8 
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s 'THE Grand Treafurer, by virtue of his office, 
is a member of the Grand Lodge. He hath aright 

to appoint an Aififtant or Clerk, who muft be a Maf: 

‘ ter Mafon, but fhall have no vote, nor bea mem. 

ber of the Grand Lodge, nor fpeak without being 

permitted, unlefs otherwife entitled te a feat or 
vote. 

Tue Grand Treafurer, or his Affiftant or Clerk, 
fhall always be prefent in the Lodge, and ready to 
attend the Grand Mafter and other Grand Officers, 

EE with his books for infpećtion when required ; and 
likewife any Grand Committee that may be ap- 
pointed for adjufting and examining his accounts, 

BE CI 1 ON MR 

Of the GrandTyler, and Grand Purfuivant. 

THESE officers of the Grand Lodge muft be Maf- 
ter Mafons, but none of them are members of the 
Grand Lodge, norallowed to fpeak without orders. 

The Tyler’s duty is to look after the door on the 
p outwardfide, to fee that none but members enter in, 

| and to fummon the members on fpecial occafions 
and emergencies, by order of the Grand Master or 

| his Deputy, fignified to him under the hand of the 
Grand Secretary, or his Affiftant or Clerk. 

Tue bufinefs of the Purfuivant is to ftand at the 
inward door of the Grand Lodge, and to report the 
names and titles of all that want admittance, as re- 

G port 
* 
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ported to him by the Tyler. He is alfo to go upen 

meflages; and perform fundry other fervices known 

only in the Lodge, 

Tite Grand Dedcotis, whofe duty is well known 

in the Gtand Lodge, as particular afliftants to the 
Grand Mafter and Senior Wardeii in conducting 

the bufinefs of the Lodge, are always members of 

the fame ; and may be either nominated occafional- 

ly on every Lodge night, or appointed annually 

by the Grand Matter or prefiding officer. 

. THESE in general are the prefent duties of thefe 
officers ; atid when any thing further fhall be made 

their duty in the Grand Ledge, it will be explain. 

ed by a new regulation. 

6.1 er one Ll, 

General Rules for condućiing the Bufinefs of the Grand 

Lodge, in cafe of the abfence of any of the Grand 

Officers. 

Tr the Grand Mafter is abfent at any meeting of 

the Grand Lodge, flated or occafional, the Deputy 

is to fupply his place. 

Ir the Deputy be likewife abfent, the Senior 

Grand Warden takes the Chair, and in his abfence 

the Junior Grand Warden. That all Grand Off: 
cers, prefent and paft, take place of every Mafter 
of a Lodge, and the prefent Grand Officers take 
place of all paft Grand Officers. Neverthelefs, any 

of 
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of them may wavetheir privilege, todohonor to any 

eminent Brother and paft Mafter, whom the Lodge 

may be willing to place in the Chair on any parti. 

cular occafion. 

Ir neither any of the prefent nor paft Grand Of- 

ficers are prefent at any Grand Lodge duly fummon- 

ed, the Mafter of the fenior private Lodge who 

may be prefent is to take the Chair, although there 

may be Matters of Lodges prefent, who are older 
Mafons than him, 

But to prevent difputes, the Grand Maifter, 

when he finds he muft be neceflarily abfent from 

any Grand Lodge, ufually gives a fpecial commif- 

fion, under his hand and feal of office, counterfign- 

ed by the Grand Secretary, to the fenior Grand 

Warden, or in his abfence to the junior, or in cafe 

of the abfence of both, to any other Grand Officer 

or particular Mafter of a Lodge, paft or prefent, to 

fupply his place, pro hac vice, if the LES Grand 
Matter fhould not attend, or be neceflar ily abfent, 

Bur if there be no fpecial commiffion appointing 

matters otherwife, the general rule of precedence 

is, that the Junior Grand Warden fupplies the place 
of the Senior in his abfence ; and if both are Bień 

the oldeft former Grand PRS take place imme- 

diately, and act as Grand W ardens, pro tempore, 

unlefs (as abovefaid) they fhould wave their privi- 

lege. 

WHEN 
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WHEN neither the Grand Wardens of the pre- 
fent, nor of any former year, are in company, the 
Grand Mafter, or he that legally prefides in his 
ftead, calls forth whom he pleafes to a@ as Deputy 
Grand Mafter and Grand Wardens pro tempore, 
although the preference is generally given to the 
Matter or paft Mafter of the oldeft Lodge prefent. 
The prefiding Grand Officer has the further pri- 
vilege of appointing a Secretary or any other Grand 
Officer pro tempore, if neither the ftated Officers, 
nor the Deputies of fuch of them as have a right to 
nominate a Deputy be prefent; for the bufinefs of 
the Lodge muft never ftand {till for want of Officers, 

IN cafe of the death of a Grand Mafter, the fame 

order of fucceflion and precedency takes place, as 

is above fet forth, till a new Grand Mafter is duly 
chofen and inftalled. 
OLD Grand Officers may be again chofen officers 

of private Lodges, and this does not deprive them 
of any of the privileges to which, as old Grand Of. 

ficers, they are entitled in the Grand Lodge ; only 

an old' Grand Officer, being the officer of a private 
Lodge, muft depute a paft officer of his particular 
Lodge to aćt pro tempore for him in the Grand 
Lodge, when he afcends to his former rank in the 

fame. 

SR C©-F-4-0-N3 (IX 

Of Grand Vifitaions, Communications, Annual 
Feafis, c. 

THE Grand Matter with his Deputy, the Grand 
Wardens and Grand Secretary, fhall, during his 

Mafter. 
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«Mafterfhip, or if pofiible annually, go at leaft once 
round, and vifit all the Lodges under his jurifdic- 
tion ; or when this laudable duty becomes imprac- 
ticable, from the extent of his juri{diétion and large 
number of Lodges, he fhall as often as neceflary, 
and if poffible annually, appoint vifitors, of differ- 
ent diftrićts, compofed-of his Grand- Officers and fuch 
other Affiftants as he may think proper, who. fhall 
make faithful report of their proceedings to the 
Grand Lodge, according to the inftrutions given 
them. 

WHEN both the Grand Mafters are abfent, the 
Senior or Junior Grand Warden may prefide as 
Deputy in vifiting Lodges, or in conftituting any 
new Lodge; neither of which can be done without 
at Jeaft one of the prefent Grand Officers, except 
in places at too great a diftance from the Grand 
Lodge. In fuch cafe fome faithful brother, who 
has pafled the Chair, &c. fhall have a proper depu- 
tation under the Grand Lodge feal, if the order is 
made in the abfence of the Grand Mafter and his 
Deputy, or under their private feals, if they are 
prefent and fign the fame. But it muftalfo be coun. 
terfigned and attefted by the Grand Secretary, to 
have the full authority of the Grand Lodge. —Un. 
der fuch authority, the brother fo appointed fhall 
act as Grand Mafter, pro tempore, in vifiting old 
Lodges, or conftituting new ones, in places far dif. 
tant from the feat of the Grand Lodge, and in re- 
mote countries, or beyond feas, where the Grand 
Officers cannot poffibly attend, 

THE 
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Tue brethren of all the regular Lodges, in the 

fame general jurifdiction and Grand Communication, 

if within any reafonable and practicable diftance, 

fhall meet in fome convenient place on St. Joun’s 

Day, and when bufinefs is over, they may repair 

to their feftival dinners, either in their own 

or any other regular Lodge, as they fhall think 

moft convenient. And any brethren around the 

globe (who are found true and faithful members of 

the ancient craft) may be admitted as fojourners: 

But only thofe who are members of the Grand 

Lodge muft be within doors, during the election 

‘of Grand Officers, 

Sk est ON 

Particular Rules in the Grand Ledge of New-York, 

Every Grand Lodge has an inherent power and 

authority to make local ordinances and new regula- 

tions, as well as to amend and explain the old ones, 

for their own particular benefit and the good of 

Mafonry in general ; provided always, that the 

antient land marks be carefully preferved, and 

that fuch regulations be firft duly propofed in writ- 

ing for the confideration of all the members, and 

be at laft duly enacted with the confent of the ma- 

jority. This has never been difputed; for the 

members of every Grand Lodge are the true repre- 

fentatives of all the fraternity in communication, 

and are an abfolute and independent body, with le- 

giflative authority, provided (as aforelaid) that the 

Grand 
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Grand Mafonic C onftitution be never violated, nor 
any of the old land marks removed. — Upon thefe 
principles, the following particular rules have been 
made, or adopted, in the Grand Lodge of New- 
York, viz. 

1. “ THE Quarterly Communication of all the 
<< Lodges under the Mafonic jurifdi@ion of this 
“ Grand Lodge fhall be held in the Grand Lodge 
*< Room, at the city of New-York, on the four 
* following days annually forever ; that isto fay, 
** oh the firft Wednefdays in March, June, Sep- 
<< tember, and December ; and the different Lodges 
* are to attend on thefe days, by their proper 
“¢ Officers or Deputies, with or without notice for 
<< that purpofe.”” 

2. “ None but a Mafter Mafon, who has paffed 
« the Chair in fome regular Lodge, and is a refi- 
‘¢ dent or honorary. member of the Lodge he is 
«« chofen to reprefent, can be admitted as the proxy 
<< of, fuch Lodge, or have a voice in the proceeds 
<< ings of this Grand Lodge. And his commiffion, 
“as proxy, muft be under the feal of the Lodge 
<< that appoints him, figned by the Mafter, and 
< counterfigned by the Secretary.” 

3. ** EVERY member of this Grand Lodge fhall 
<< pay quarterly into the Treafury of the fame, 
<« Half a Spanifb milled Dollar, and the fame fum on 
<< default of attendance at any Quarterly Meeting ; 
<< without fuch excufe as the bye-laws admit to be 
*£ reafonable, 4. EVERY 
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4. “ Every member of a conftituted Lodge, 

« under this Grand Lodge, fhall pay ome fhilling 

<< quarterly to the Charity Fund of the fame ; ex- 

“ cept the members of the Lodges in the city of 

« New-York, who shall pay quarterly Two Shil. 

<€ lings. 

5. ** Every perfon who obtains the benefit of 

<< Mafonry in any regular Lodge, under the jurif- 

<¢ diction of this Grand Lodge, fhall pay Ten Shil- 

‘© lings to the Charity Fund of the fame; except 

<< thofe who are initiated in any of the Lodges in 

«c the city of New-York, who fhall pay Twenty 

« Shillings ; all which dues fhall be made good 

<< by every particular Lodge to the Grand Lodge, 

« at leaft once a year, at the Communications before 

«« St. John the Baptift’s day, except in the city of 

«* New-York, in which fuch dues hall be paid quar- 

<< terly. 

| 6. © Every brother who fhall be returned by 

<ć his Lodge, and regiftered in the Grand Lodge- 

“books, fhall pay One Shilling to the Grand 

“ Secretary for the fame. 

7. * Every member of a Lodge, requiring a 

<< Grand Lodge Certificate, fhall pay to the Grand 

« Secretary Twelve Shillings. Nor is any mem- 

“ber entitled to fuch Grand Certificate with- 

<« out a previous Certificate from the Lodge of 

<< which he isa member, fetting forth his regular 

< behaviour, and that he hath difcharged all Lodge 

« dues.”” “SEC. 
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SE seo NN XL 

BEGUŁATI10NS for the Government of the GRAND 
LoDGE, during the time of public Bufinefs. 

1. No Brotuers fhall be admitted into the 
Grand Lodge, but the mémbers theréof, éxcept by 
permiffion. : 

2. At the third ftroke of the Grand Matter’s 
gavel, there fhall be a general filence ; and he who 
breaks filence, without leavé from the Chair, thall 
be publicly reprimarided. 

3- UNDER the fame penalty evety brother fhall 
keep his feat, and keep ftrict filence whenever the 
Grand Mafter or prefiding officer fhall think fit to 
rife from the Chait arid call fo order. 

4. In the Grand Lodge, every member fhall 
keep in his-fear (according to the number of his 
Lodge)and not move about from place to place dua 
ring the Communication. 

3) THAT no brother is to fpeak but once to the 
fame affair, unlefsby permiffion. e 

6. Every one that fpeaks fhali rifé and keep 
ftanding, addreffing himfelf in a proper manner. to 
the Chair ; nor fhall any prefume to interrupt him, 
under the aforefaid penalty, unlefs the Grand Maf. 
ter find him wandering from the point in hand, and 
fhall think fit to reduce him to order ; for thenthe 

I faid 
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faid fpeaker fhall fit down. But after he has been 

fetright, he may again proceed. 

7. IF, in the Grand Lodge, any member is 

twice called to order at any one aflembly for tranf- 

grefling thefe rules, andis guilty ofa third offence 
of the fame nature, the Chair fhall peremptorily 
order him to quit the Lodge-room for that night. 

8. WHOEVER fhall be forude asto ridicule any 

brother, or what another fays or hasfaid, he fhall 

be forthwith folemnly excluded the Communication, 

and declared incapable of ever beinga member of 
any Grand Lodge for the future, till another time 

he publiclyown his fault, and his grace be granted. 

_g.-No.moTron for a new regulation, or for 

the continuance or alteration of an old one, fhall be 

made till it be firft handed up in writing to the 

Chair ; and after it has been perufed by the Grand 

- Mafter, the: thing may: be moved publicly, and 

then it {hall be audibly read by the Secretary ; and 

if it be feconded, it muft immediately be committed 

tothe confideration of the whole aflembly, that 

their fenfe may be fully heard about it ; after which 

the quéRtion fhall be put thereupon. 

-10. THE opinion or votes'of the members are to 

be fignified by holding up of hands; that is, one 

hand, each member; which uplifted hands the 
Grand Wardens are tocount, unlefs the number of 

hands be fo.unequal as to render the counting them 

unneceflary. . Nor thould any other kind of divifion 

ever be admitted among Free Mafons. 

ś% 
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In order-to preferve harmony, it is neceflary to 

ufe counters and a balloting-box, when occafion re- 

quires. 

« My fon, forget not my law, but let thine heart 

« keep my commandments; and remove not the 

« ancient land marks which thy fathers have fet.” 

SoLoMon. 

Sh Cl ŁOTN' MIL 

The Regulations for the COMMITTEE of CHARITY. 

1. THE Committee of Charity confifts ofall prefent 

and former Grand Officers, Secretary and Treafur- 

er, with the Mafters of all the regular Lodges, 

who are fummoned and obliged to attend, to hear 

all. petitions, &c. and to order fuch relief to dif. 

treffed petitioners, as their cafe may require, and 

prudence may direct. 

2vALLcollections,.contributions, and fums of 

‘money for charitable purpofes, given or belonging 

tothe Grand Lodge Fund, are to be depofited in 
the hands of the Grand Treafurer, or fuch other 

perfonsas the Grand Lodge may {pecially appoint; 
no part of which muft be difburfed or expended on 
any account, without an order from the Committee 

of Charity, figned by the prefiding officer, and 

counterfigned by the Secretary, after being ap- 

proved by the majority of the Committee, or Stew= 

ards, then prefent, and entered in their tranfaction- 
book 
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book, with the name or names of the perfon or 
perfons to whom the fame is given, 

3. No anonymous letter, petition, or recommen- 
dation, by or from any perfon or perfons, muft be 
introduced or read in the „Committee ; and only 
regiftered Mafons, who have themfelves contribut- 
ed twelve months to the Grand Lodge Charity 
Fund, and were members of a warranted Lodge 
during that time, are to be confidered and relieved, 
Sojourners and travelling Mafons, if duly certified 
and recommended, are to be relieved by private 
contributions made for them on the occafion, or out 
of the general fand, as the majority fhall think pro- 
per. s» 

4. ALL petitions or recommendations are to be 
figned by the Mafter and Wardens of the petiti- 
oner’s Lodge ; fome of whom, if in town, muft 
attend the Committee or Steward’s Lodge, to an- 
{wer any neceflary queftions. The petitioner or - 
petitioners, (if within any convenient diftance,or un- 
lefs detained by ficknefs, or other fufficient caufe) 
mutt alfo attend, and prove to the fatisfaction of the 
Committee or Stewards, that he or they have been 
formerly in reputable, or at leaft in tolerable cir- 
eumftancess And although any brother may fend 
in a petition ot recommendation, yet none can be 
admitted to fit and hear the debates, except the 
Stewards, or members of the Committee, as above 
defcribed. 

SI 
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5. It is the inherent right of this Committee, 

commonly called the STEWARDS LODGE, to difpofe 
of the Grand Charity Fund, under the -reftriGions 
aforefaid, te fuch as appear really neceflitous and 
deferving, either by weekly fupport or otherwife, 
as to them fhall feem meet ; provided always, that 
no perfon made in a clandeftine or unconftitutional 
manner, nor any brother who has ever affifted at 
any fuch making, fhall ever be entitled to receive 
any afliftance out of the faid fund. 

6. TH1s Committee has likewife power to hear 
and adjuft all matters concerning Free Mafons and 
Mafonry, that may be laid before them, (except 
making new regulations, which power is vefted on. 
ly in the Grand Lodge ;) and the determinations 
of the Committee are final, unlefs an appeal be made 
te the Quarterly Grand Ledge. 

7. For the fpeedy relief of diftreffed petitioners, 
three of the Matters who are fummoned are a quo- 
rum to proceed to bufinefs, as prudence fhall direct, 
with or without the Grand Officers; provided the 
Grand Secretary and the books are prefent. And 
all tranfaćtions of this Committee of Charity, or 
Stewards Lodge, are to be read audibly, by the 
faid Grand Secretary, before all the members of 
the Grand Lodge, upon the firft Wednefdays in 
March, June, September, and December, yearly, 

8. So far as this Committee thall exercife the 
power vefted in them, to hear complaints and punifh 

delinquents, 
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delinquents, according to the laws of the Craft, 

they are inftructed to adhere moft religioufly to the 

following regulation, viz. * Ifa complaint be made 

<< againft a brother, by another brother, and he be 

«© found guilty, he fhall ftand to the determination of 

« this Committee, or the Grand Lodge. But if the 

<< accufer or complainant cannot fupport his charge, 

<< he fhall incur fuch penalty as the faid Committee 

<€ fhall deem juft.?? 

9. THE Stewards Lodge fhall meet quarterly, as 

follows, viz. On the laft Wednefdays in February, 

May, Auguft, and November, annually, at which 

times the dues of the Lodges in the City of New- 

York are to be paid, and in default thereof, each 

negligent Lodge thall be precluded from the bene- 

fits and privileges of the Grand Lodge, during fuch 

default or negligence. 

« Refolved, It is the opinion of this Grand Lodge, 

«« that a brotherly. connection and correfponderice 

« with the Right Worshipful Grand Lodges in 

«« North-America, France, England, Scotland, 

«< Jyeland, and the Weft-Indies, will be productive 

‘¢ of honor and advantage to the craft.” 

“¢ Ordered, That the Grand Secretary fhall tranf- 

«¢ mit the names of the officers of this Grand Lodge 

«¢ to the Secretaries of the Grand Lodges aforefaid, 

<< yearly, or as often as any new choice is made ; 

« together with fuch information as may tend to 

<< the honor and intereft of the ancient Craft: And 
<< that 
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<€ that all fuch informations, or correfpondence fhall 
<< be conveyed in the moft refpedtful terms, fuch 
ść as may fuit the honor and dignity of the Craft.** 

GE ease epee: i. 

CHARGES, PRAYERS, éc. 

A foort-CHARGE to anew admitted Mason. 

BROTHER, 

OU are now admitted by the confent of this 

Lodge, a fellow of our moft ancient and hon- 

orable Society,—ancient, as having fubfifted from 

time immemorial—and honorable, as tending in 

every particular to do honor to thofe who conform 
to its noble precepts. The greateft monarchs, and 

moft exalted heroes and patriots, of all ages and 
countries throughout the known world, have been 

encouragers of the Royal Arts—and many of them 
have prefided as GRAND Masmers in their refpec- 

tive territories ; not thinking it any leflening of their 

| dignities to level themfelves with their brethren in 

Mafonry, and to aćt upon the fame fquare as they 
did. 

Tue world’s GREAT ARCHITECT is our fupreme 
Majter ; and the unerring rule he has given'us, is 

that by which we work. Religious difputes are 

never fuffered within the Lodge; for, as Mafons, 

we only purfue the univerfal religion, or the reli-. 

gion of nature, This is the centre which unitesthe 

molt 
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mot different principles in one facred band, and 

brings together thofe who were the moft diftant 

from one another. 

THERE are fhree general heads of duty which 

Mafons ought always to inculćate, viz. to Gop, 

our NEIGHBOUR, and OURSELVES ;—to GoD, in 

never mentioning his name but with that reveren- 

tial awe which a creature ought to bear to his Cre- 

ator, and to look upon him always as the /ummum 

bonum which we came into the world to enjoy, and 

according to that view to regulate all our purfuits ; 

—to our neighbour, in acting upon the fquare, or 

doing as we would bedone by ;—to ourfelves, in 

avoiding all intemperance and' excefies, whereby we 

may be rendered incapable of following our work, 

or led into behaviour unbecoming our laudable pro- 

feflion, and always keeping within due bounds, and 

free from all pollution. 

In the ftate, a Mafon is to behave as a peaceable 
and dutiful fubje&, conforming chearfully to the 

government under which he lives. 

He is to pay a due deference to his fuperiors ; 

and from his inferiors he is rather to receive honor 

with fome reluétance, than to extort it. He is to 

be a man of benevolence and charity, not fitting 
down contented while his fellow creatures; but 

much more his brethren, are in want, when it is 

in his power, without prejudicing himfelf or his fa- 

mily to relieve them. 
in 
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In the Lodge he is to behave with all due deco. 

rum, left the beauty and harmony thereof thould 
be difturbed or broke ; he is to be obedient to the 
Matter and prefiding officers, and to apply himfelf 
clofely to the bufinefs of Mafonry, that he may the 
fooner become a proficient therein, both for his own 
credit, and for that of the Lodge. 

HE is not to negle& his own necefary avoca- 
tions for the fake of Mafonry, nor to involve him. 
felf in quarrels with thofe who through ignorance 
may {peak evil of or ridicule it. 

* He is to be a lover of the arts-and fciences, and 
is to take all opportunities to improve himfelf 

therein. 

Ir he recommendsa friend tobe made a Mafon, 
he muft vouch him to be fuch as he really believes 
will conform to the aforefaid duties, left by bis mis. 
condućt, at any time, the Lodge fhould pafs under 
fome evil imputations. 

NOTHING can prove more fhocking to all faith- 
fal Mafons, than to fee any of their brethren pro- 
fane or break through the facred rules of their or: 
der; and fuch as can do it, they with had never been 
admitted, 

4 PRAYER 
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A PRAYER faidat the opening of the Lodge, or mak- 

ing of a new Brother, &c. ufed by Jewith Free- 

Maf ONS. 

LORD, excellent art thou in thy truth, and 

there is nothing great incomparifon to thee ; 

for thine is the praife, from all the works of thy 

hands, for evermore. 

ENLIGHTEN us, we befeech thee, in the true 

knowledge of Mafonry : By the forrows of Adam, 

thy firft made man ; by the blood of Abel, the holy 

one ; by the righteoufnefs of Seth, in whom thou 

art well pleafed ; and by thy covenant with Noah, 

in whofe architecture thou waft pleafed to fave the 

feed of thy beloved; number us not among thofe 

that know not thy ftatutes, nor the divine myfteries 

of thy fecret Cabala. 

But grant, we befeech thee, that the ruler of 

this Lodge may be endued with knowledge and 

wifdom, toinftruét us and explain his fecret myfte. 

ries, as our holy brother M!o/es* did (in his Lodge) 

h to 

*in the preface to the Mifhna, we find this tradition of the Jews 

explained as follows : s 

Gop not only delivered the law to Mofes on Mount Sinai, but the 

explanation of it likewife : When Mofes came down from the mount 

and entered into his tent, Aaron went to vifit him, and Mofe
s ac- 

quainted Aaron with the laws he had received from Gon, together 

with the explanation ofthem : After this, Aaron placed himfelf at 

theright hand of Mofes, and Eleazer and Ithamar (the fons of 

Aaron) were admitted, to whom Mofes repeated what he had juft 

before told to Aaron ; Thefe being feated, the one on the right hand, 

he other other on the jeft hand of Mofes, the feventy elders of Ifrael, 

who compofe the Sanhedrim, came in, and Mofes again declared the 

fame laws to them, with the interpretation of them, as he had done 
before 
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Aaron, to Eleazer and ltbamar, (the fons of Aaron) 
and the feventy elders of //rael. 

AND grant that we may underftand, learn, and 

keep all the ftatutes and commandments of the 
Lord, and this holy myftery, pure and undefiled 

unto our lives end. Amen, Lord. 

A PRAYER ufed among/t the primitive Chriftian 
Masons. 

"HE might of the Father of heaven, and the 
wifdom of his gloricus Son, through the 

: = grace and goodnefs of the Holy Ghoft, being three 

perfons inone Godhead, be with us at our begin- 
ning; and give us grace fo to govern us here in our 

living, that we may come to his blifs that never 

fhall have end. Amen. 

Another Prayer, and that which is mofł general at 

Making or Opening. 

| A OST holy and giorious Lord God, thou great 

architect of heaven and earth, who art the 

giver of all good gifts and graces, and haft promifed 
that when two or three are gathered together in 

thy 

\ . before to Aaron and hisfons. Lafty, all who pleafed of the common. 
people were invited to enter, and Mofes inftructed them likewife in the 
fame manner asthe reft : So that Aaron heard four times what Mo» 
fes had been taught by Gop upon Mount Sinai, Eleazer and Itha- 
mar three times, the feventy elders twice, and the people once. Mo- 
fes afterwards reduced the laws which he had received into writing, 
but not the explanations of them; thefe he thought it fufficient to 
truft to the memories of the above-mentioned ‘perfons, who, being 
perfectly inftructed in them, delivered them to their children, and 

thefe again to theirs, from age to age. é 
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thy name, thou wilt be in the midft of them: In 
thy name we aflemble and meet together, moft 

humbly befeeching thee to blefs us inall our under- 

takings, that we may know and ferve thee aright, 

that all our doings may tend to thy glory and the 

falvation of our fouls. 

AND we befeech thee, O Lord Gof , to blefs this 

our prefent undertaking, and grant that this our 
new brother may dedicate his life to thy fervice, 

and be a true and faithful brother among us: En- 

due him witha competency of thy divine wifdom, 

that he may, with the fecrets of Free Mafonry, be 

able to unfold the myfteries of Godlinefs and Chrif- 
tianity. This we moft humbly beg, in the name 
and for the fake of Jesus CHRIST, our Lerd and 
Saviour. Amen. 

“AHABATH OLAM. 

A Prayer repeated in the Royal-Arch Lodge at 

Jerufalem, 

HOU haft loved us, O Lord our God, with 

eternal love; thou haft {pared us with preat 
and exceeding patience, our Father and our King,. 

for thy great NaME’s fake, and for our father’s 

fake, who trufted in thee, to whom thou didft teach 

the ftatutes of life, that they might do after the 

ftatutes of thy good pleafure with a perfec heart ; 

Ba 

* See Dr. Weoten on the Mifhna. 
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So be thou merciful unto us, O our Father! Mer- 
ciful Father, that fheweth mercy, have mercy upon 
us, we befeech thee, and put underftanding into our 
hearts, that we may underftand, be wife, hear, 
learn, teach, keep, do, and perform all the words 
of the doćtrine of thy law in love, and enlighten 
our eyes in thy commandments, and caufe our 
hearts to cleave to thy law, and unite them in the 
love and fear of thy NAME ; we will not be afhamed, 
nor confounded, nor ftumble, for ever and ever. 

BECAUSE we have trufted in thy HOLY, GREAT, 
MIGHTY, and TERRIBLE NAME, we will rejoice 
and be glad in thy fałvation, and in thy mercies, O 
Lord: our God ; and the multitude of thy mercies 
fhall not forfake us forever: Selah. And now 
make hafte and bring upon us.a bleffing, and peace 
from the four corners of the earth ; for thou art a 
God that workeft falvation , and haschofen us out 
of every people and language ; and thou our King, 
has'caufed us to cleave to thy GREAT NAME, inlove 
to praife thee, andto be united to thee, and to love 
thy name : Bleffed art thou, O Lord God, whe 
haft chofen thy people Ifrael in love. 
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